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SOURCE OF AUTHORITY:  Audubon Ohio Policies and Procedures

· Section 13.1:  “The Board shall have the following standing committees: Conservation Advocacy/Policy

APPLICABLE STRATEGIC PLAN PROVISION:

· Goal B:   “Enhance leadership in the agenda for bird conservation in Ohio by initiating conservation and education strategies for the protection of Important Bird Areas.”

· Objective B(1):  “Develop a 20-year plan for bird conservation in Ohio.”

· Objective B(4):  “In concert with the land managers/owners and other stakeholders, develop conservation plans on 15 IBAs.”

· Objective B(8):  “Establish an early warning system and rapid response plan for unanticipated acute threats to IBA’s that do not yet have a conservation plan.”

· Goal C:  “Lead selected public policy initiatives focused on the conservation of birds, other wildlife, and their habitat.”

· Objective C(1):  “Advocate for the protection of IBAs at risk of development.”

COMMITTEE PURPOSES:

· To promote bird conservation with informed policy actions.

· To provide leadership in confronting IBAs at risk.

· To provide direction in developing plans for bird conservation through the IBA program.

GENERAL COMMITTEE GOALS:
Work with staff to:
· Draft and integrate conservation steps into a 20-year planning document.  Provide feedback on 20-year planning process.

· Provide timely action steps for resolving threats to IBAs as they arise.

· Regularly inform the Audubon Ohio Board of conservation issues pertinent to Ohio and IBAs.

· Construct and align policy positions on agendas of national interest as they relate to National Audubon and Ohio.

· Formulate policy positions on Ohio conservation issues and IBAs.

